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IN THE HIGH COURT OF DELHI AT NEW DELHI

Date of Decision: 24" May, 2019

+ W.P(C) 5817/2019 & CM APPL. 25417/2019 (for direction)
THE PRESTON COLLEGE ... Petitioner
Through:  Mr. Mayank Manish and Mr.
Ravi Kant, Advs.
versus
NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR TEACHER EDUCATION
ANDANR. Respondents
Through:  Ms. Arunima Dwivedi, SC with
Ms. Preeti Kumra, Adv. for Respondents
CORAM:
HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE C. HARI SHANKAR
ORDE R (ORAL)
% 24.05.2019
1.

Having heard learned counsel, I am of the opinion that this writ

petition can be disposed of, at this"‘stage, without subjecting it to the
regour of completion of pleadings etc.

2. A show cause notice was issued, on 5" January,

2017, to the
petitioner, by the Western Regional Committee (WRC) of the National

Counsel for Teachers Education (NCTE), proposing to withdraw the

recognition, earlier granted to the petitioner, for conducting its M.Eq
course.

3. On the ground that the petitioner had defaulted in replying to
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is is a digitally signed order. ,
77:'.':5 :Iahe:‘i:’cit; of?he order can be re-verified from Delhi High Court Order Portal by scanning the QR code shown above.
The Order is downloaded from the DHC Server on 02/05/2026 at 16:56:02




The Order is down

(=]

[

the show cause notice, the WRC vide its order dated 12" April, 2018,

withdrew the recognition granted to the petitioner.

4. The petitioner appealed, thereagainst, 10 the Appellate

Committee in the NCTE. The appeal was allowed vide order dated 7"
August, 2018.

5. Before the Appellate Committee, the petitioner had pointed out

that it had submitted its reply to the show cause notice dated, 5"
January, 2017 (supra), vide its letter dated 21% January, 2017,
addressed to the WRC. It also annexed that the tracking report of the
said reply, which verified that the reply to the show cause notice stood
delivered to the WRC, on 23™ January, 2019. It was further pointed
out that copies of all relevant documents, supporting the reply to the
show cause notice, were also submitted, by the petitioner, to the WRC,

on 24" March, 2018, which also stood diarised in the file of the WRC
on 26" March, 2018.

6. In view thereof, the Appellate Committee, observing that the

petitioner had been “able to establish, before issue of the impugned
order, that reason for withdrawal, i.e. non-reply to the show cause
notice dated 5™ January, 2017, (supra), did not exist”, held that the
WRC ought not to have withdrawn the recognition granted to the
petitioner without thoroughly considering the case. Inasmuch as the
only ground for withdrawing the recognition, granted to the petitioner,
was the alleged non-submission, by it, of reply to the show cause

notice, dated 5™ January, 2017, (supra), the Appellate Committee
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deemed it appropriate to remand the matter to the WRC for
considering the reply dated 21 January, 2017 (supra), submitted by

the petitioner in response to the show cause notice.

7. The matter is, presently, pending before the WRC, consequent
to the order dated 7" August, 2018, (supra) of the Appellate
Committee in the NCTE.

CTE 1is not

8.  The grievance of the petitioner is that the N
g of the

reflecting the petitioner’s status on its website for conductin

M.Ed course during the academic year 2019-20.

™ April, 2018,

It is obvious that, inasmuch as the order dated 12
nds

9.
passed by th
set aside by the Appellat
7 August, 2018, the petitioner ca

whose recognition stands withdrawn. It would, t

e WRC, withdrawing the petitioner’s recognition, sta
¢ Committee in the NCTE vide its order dated
nnot be treated as an institution

herefore, be entitled to

be treated as a “recognized” institution.

10. Needless to say, this would be subject to the decision of the

WRC in the proceedings which are presently pending before it.

11.  Accordingly, till the WRC takes a decision on the proceeding
pending before it, the respondent is directed to reflect the petitioner’s

status, on its website in respect of the M.Ed course for the academic

year 2019-20, as “recognised”.
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12.  The petitioner would also be entitled to participate in the

counselling for the said course, which is presently stated to be

underway.

13.  The writ petition is allowed in the above terms with no order as

to costs.
C. HARI SHANKAR, J
MAY 24,2019
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